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REACHING OUT

Thunder Bay (Special} - In an interview
conducted on April 13, GIB president David
Belrose says one thing the club members
should be wary of is camplacency. Should
the attitude of kelp isn’t needed bocause
things asem to be going well surface, there
ig a danger of GIB stagnating or even col-
lapsing. He says to keep this from happen-
ing, fresh ideas from both old and new mem-
bers will help the various camittees as
well ag the executive.

Several areas David cited are more input
{from women and getting more educational in—
formation to both the gay commnity and the
community at large.

On the subyject of women, Bavid stated that
{he was very encouraged by the recent parties
attended by a good mix of lesbians and gay
men. He also says including women in such
activities as educational speaking engage-
ments would help show the diversities within
the gay commmity.

EDUCATING OURSELVES

David went on to say that educating our-
selves and overcaming self-oppression that
prevents us from being able to funchkion
openly in the community should be one of
the priorities GTB setls for ibself.
David' stressed the responsible way in which
| GTB has grown. Perhaps as a result, the
group acems to enjoy & solid reputation
in Thunder Bay.
David also says a thankyou goes out to all
those who have helped the group in its first
year. That help has brought GIB to where it
is today. Continued and membership
and support: would make the goals and stand-
ards we set for ourselves flourish, grow and
surely be achieved.
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Thanks to Doug, Michasl, Paul,
Ernie, Jobn, David, Angus and

Kim for thelr contributions.

DO YOU! WANNA
TALK ABOUT IT?"

GTB's hard working

in increasing awareness of gays and gay

group. Many individuals have expressed

iences with each other. We can grow

ces and discovering more of the common
gay ground we share together.

To facilitate this, the Pducation Com—
mittee anncunces the launching of a
“support group” series of evenings.
Each gathering will focus on a general
gay theme and will have a facilitator
to help move the discussion along and
encourage broad exchange. The format
will be informal and casual. At leask
initially, the meetings will be held
att the GIB office.

The first "support group" evening will
be held Thuxsday, Rprill 30th at 7:30.
This firat discussion will focus on
"our coming out® experiences. Both
younger and older gay people are en-
couraged to attend and blend our indi-
vidual perspectives together. GCould
you be a “supporter"? let's talk about
ik.

Education Committee is
involved din a mumber of activities, both

issves out in the commnity, and helping
increase gay consciousness within our own

a desire to share our personal gay exper-
from exchanging these experien-

ESTABLISHING THE ALTERNATIVES

Hoping to help us set up
alocal gay youth group, Russell
Martin, a co—coordinator of Gay
Youth of Teronto, visited Thunder
Bay on the weekend of March 2Gth-
29%th, Said GYTB co-cordinator
Rick about Russcll's trip- 'Russ-
ell's trip was wortlwhile and
informative.' The day after Russ
left for Toronto, a GYTB meeting
was held at which the group's
objectives were more definitely
decided on-.

The main reason for the
group's existence is a certain
lack in the city of non-alcoholic
social outlets for young {under
25} gay people. (Activities such

COMMUNITY CENTRE

In the past year, Gays of Thunder
Bay has established itself as an organiz-
ation representing the gay population and
a sense of cawmnity has begun to appear.

As our second year begins, we
must look for ways to foster and support
this sense of gay cammmnity. Our tele—
phone line provides access, we are begin-
ning to learn from each other and now we
necd to work on the establishment of a
comunity centre. This centre will pro-
vide a hame for social activities, meet-
ings, support groups, etc.

It will become the physical foeus
for the growing awareness of the gay
comunity. Much work will have to bo
done to achieve this goal including the
following:

1. Approval number from the LLBO;

2. Incorporation of GIB as a non-profil
organization;

3. Location of a suitable building;

4. Pundraising to finance acquisition of
the building;

5. Establishment of management poley, op-
erating procedures, volunteer policy;

6. Selection of a manager:

7. Renovate the building as required.

The scenario outlined above is
possible if enough of us want it to
happen.  Now is the time for us to discuss
this and othcr possibilities, and then get
to work buidling our [uture.

= lavid Belroso
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as swinming parties have already
been successfully carried out-
Rick plans to alternate social with
discussion nights- so with meetings
being held on the first and thirad
of each month ((at 7.30 p.m.)}
there'll be one social night and ow
discussion n¥gyht every month) .

Other social activitics are
to date undecided on; if you have
any ideasabout how we ought to go
about jazzing up the social
calendar, please contact either
Rick or Laurence: meetings arc hold
on the first and third Mondays of
every nonth... 7.30 p.m.

Our non-social get-togethers
will answer the very social purposc
of discussing (for instance) probloms
with coming cut. We want a bank
balance of $250; we plan to help GIT
out with the rent; we wank a cortain
amount: of outreach into the commmn-
ity. GYTB is a worthy causc....wo
want your support; we need new
members of both genders.

“BREAD AND CIRCUSES”

Kam Theatre Lab is husLing a weck long
theatre fostival: "BRFAD § CLRCUSIS™.
This exeiting festival will b held in
Thunder Bay, May 26-31.

This national gathering will sco compm
comz to the city from Alberta, British
Columbia, Manitcba, Ontario, Quecbec,
Nova Scotia and Mewfoundland. The week's
schedule will include performances of
original Canadian plays each night, with
critiques, skills workshops amd mmmerous
panel discussions being run during the
day. For specific schodule and ticket
information, please contact Kam Iab at
44,1122,

Though nonc of the productions have ex-
plicitly gay conlont, some of Lhe prorfor -

mances and workshops deal with women's

issues, criticism and censorship, and
how to work together in groups. Thesc
gencral arcas might: hold some interest
for all of us.

“DREAD & CTRCUSES" is the first cver such
gathering in Canada. Kam lab is proud (o
bring som: «f 1l brst Canadian theatre to
Mhctehor T




First Anniversary Issue

FEAR AND LOATHING IN THUNDER COUNTRY

"HoNEY, LOOK OUT THE WINDSHIELD,
THERE'S SOMETHING BLOCKING MY VISION,,.”

A THUNDER GAY "EXCLUSIVE"

Thunder Bay - Wednesday. April Bth,
The Avila Centre. Whispers cease and a
short series of quick muffled coughs herald
the entrance of Ken Campbell: Evangelist.

The warm up act- obwviously local -
plays a few revered hymns before and accom-
panics the crowd's rousing rendition of "Oh,
Canada".

The self-avowed heterosexual begins
to speak. Unaware of the presence of four
urban gorillas, secretly listening to the
preachings of The Man.

IiIE begins to speak: My daughter
camz hane with this list of books, my
wife tock a look at it and began to cry.
These bocks are reconmended by teachers
for our kids to read. We didn't approve
of this list so I wrote to the minister
of education threatening to go on a hunger
strike if I didn't get a reply. 'The letter
got lost in the mail and™I fasted for a
week. ...

A Pepsi sinile pasted his face
- lots of eye to eye contact - as he
droned on.

Meanwhile, the gorillas sat cool
and unperturbed. They cane to get this man.
et hBimo.. good. The minutes agonizingly
Licked by. Thon with the suddenness of a
flashing stilletto, the gorillas made

their move. "We were cool. Collected.
We respected the territory,” they would
later recollect." “Concealing their
weapon of truth, they strode like valiant
knights out of the hall and into the
parking lot,

"My hands trembled but I was
camitted...it was samething we had to
do...” Under the windshield wipers of
coery ear in the parking lot they in-
serted a pamphlet.

The weapon of truth, the pamphlet,
asserts that a lot of what modern day
evangelists have to say is open to a
great deal of debate and speculation.
"Hamosexuality - What the Bible does and
does not say" is available from GIB.

As they made their getaway, the
words of the man echoed in their minds:
"We invite all persons of good will ta
join this dynamic, non-sectarian, non-
partisan, grass-roots movement for the
renewal of our society, and the blessingj$s
of God on our nation and in 'the global e
village' which is our world.

In the'quiet tavern where the
foursome plotted their next slashing
counter-offensive, they drained a few
beers and went hame.

3 Thunder Gay




FLAUNTING IT

1 don't know how. To flaunt it.
"It" being my gayness. | guess,
more honestly, I don't yet koow
how to be openly gay, happily so
and celebrate Lt for all to see.
Maybe, on a 'perfect' level, it
isn't really possible, piven the
imperfect society we live in.
But working at it is possible...
and necessary. I've been learn-
ing alot about being more public
lately, and over the next few
monthas I'd like to explore some
of the issues, both troublesome
and rewarding, about comling
further out, through this column.

“Coming out" begins, I guess, with
the self, A coming to terms with
ourselves, our sexual orientation,
accepting it and liking ourselves
cnough to want to share that accept-
ance with other people. Once begun,
coming out from ourselves to an ever
widening world of people is a cycle
that may never end, that we may con-
tinue through out the rest of our
lives. Don't get scared by this

endless line sireatching Inte the
future. Contlnually coming out
further can be both troublesome,
awkward, stressful, palnful and
also healthy, positive and nour-
ishing. For me, each further ble
of "publie" ground T earn, I feel
lighter, even exhilarated. And
also for me, earning it is the way
it happens. Like The Body Politic
quotes each issue above lts mast-
head: "The llberation of homosex-
uals can enly be the work of homa-
sexvals themselves" (Kurt Hiller}.
No one is golng to hand over our
acceptance on a platter. It's
going to take work, mostly our

own work, and it begins with the
self,

This 18 where GTB comes in. Happy
anniversary to us. Though GTB is

a healthy year old and growing
strongly, let's remember and con-
gratulate the gay people {n Thunder
Bay and area who've contributed tn
our history over a much langer span

of time. In many ways, GTB Is a "plioneer"
organization, Involved with grass-roots
work in what can still he described as a
‘frontier' region. It has been worse. I
am grateful to and respect the gay people
who were out (to the degree they could be)
in the 40's and 50's (some of them have in-
teresting stories to tell; take some time
to listen occassionally if you can}, 1I'm
in debt to those gays and their early at-
tempts at organizing publically bere (in
the early 70's there was the Lakehead Gay
Liberation group}, to those who weathered
the 'Mona Lisa' harrassment and brutalities,
to those who established the origlnal
'Backstreet' club and struggled over the
years to keep it viahle and open, an
accapted and hecessary center for gay pe-
ople to meet in.

Some of the people envolved in these earlier
efforts have moved on to other places; some
remain amd continue te grow further here.

To all of them we owe our geatltude. Helping
bring our gayness..,Further out. ~

And now we are GTB. The Foreground of a long
line of gay history here. Our accomplishments
in just a year of 'officlal' exlstance, staml
solid and credible. And our presence brinps
awareness of gay Lssuas and c¢oncerns Turther
out Into public light: stories about GTB in
the local press, appearances on leecal radio,
educational out=reach talks to classes at
Confederation College and Lakehead University.

GTB helps me. Because of our numhers, our
weekly meetings, our dazzellng soelals and
house parties, the work that goes an through
our various committees, I am a happler and
mare open gay person., [ pet alot from GTB
and all of us in {t. Congratulatlons... and
tets continue helping each othor.  Always
growing a bit...further out.

Michael Sobota




HOOHAY FOH YOU!  Over the puist year your continued
support has convinced ua that JPE is pertforminz a neaded
and vorthwhile service. The executive is now ready to move
forward. A committee has been established to research the
oreninz of a2 club and to begin the preliminary ateps toward
that zoal.

Your support is neseded once more to ensure that we can

2ll enjoy the successful efforte of this committee.
tie are asking that you purchase your membership to

ITE as your statemeant saying you want a club. The small

orice you pay at this time will be applied toward your club

memberahip at such time as a club is opened. But we need an

indication of your degira for a club in thes very near future.
Flease £111 out the attached portion of this notics

and zive it along with 510.00 to any member of ths executive.

....ile're almost there.....
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