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rrom the peginnings of trke Canauian finnish laltor lovement

_-—..1_\—_‘-_-:.\_\_\
The 1irst Finns arrivec in what is now Thuncer ¥ay in(géigij'

The pluce was then known by the name of Frince Arthure's Tancing.
among these a rrivels ave known names such ass:s EU1i, EHarri,
ainsli, Esnson, Ranta, blonguist, Brkvil#, Joknson, Laukka,
Ailprula ana Faenanen, and of course otiers, MNrs, HYli hes
related, that before their grrivel two Finnish fsnilies wers
kaown to be here, but she unes not reme=wber their names.

Thers w=re no known common meeting places among these new
arrivals until at the turn of the cestury a Finnish church =ras
establishea on Wilson Street, wnere it still is located in a
renewvea conaitinn. 4 little later a Finnish church wes also
errcted in Fort William, which is situated in the coal aock area.

At ébout the szme time 2 temperance society was estal:lished
in Port Arthur, but it was short lived. A temperance society,

Fohjenkukka, wes also established in Fort William beside the
Finnisih church, In(i§§i its own hall was completed. @n Feb-
ruary 23,(i§65‘the establishment of & nsvw temnperance society in
Fort Arttur was ciscussed. 4t a neeting on March 2 it was given
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the name "Uusi Yritys" (New Start). In(1S03 a lo* was rurch

*

for it on Wilson Strest ana the hell was conpleteu the sane ye:sr.

Tne hall was said Lo have absclvea its cebts in 1¢0€,

”:"'\1

minutes it is stated ihe

In the 1203 annual mesticg

&
Lemperance oath was broven iy €€ perscns and the o2th maintained
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20, wheraby the membtership wos 156." issistance was aistri-
‘utea from the treasury to ill members sad in the occurence of
a2 ueath $W0. was donatea for funeral evpenses.

At the sane time as the temperance soclety was estatlishea
sccislist iuess began anew to gain a foothola among the Tinns.
4 part of these had already acknowledgeu socialist principles
in rFinland. Since the activity of the temperance societies dia
not incluue the aisemination of these principles, the American
finnish Labour Organization was establishea. Thne founaing

meeting of this organilzation was held in Mariaay Park, which

was still forest. This was abt t he ena of rebruary 1903.

j=te

Participating in this me2ting were: 0. Leino, 0. Sjoblon,
—————

Karl Nyman, Erick Korkola, ¥alle Laine, H. Salminen, Alex Impela,
==

J%gQ;EEEEEEl A, Forsgren, Matti Myllykangas, Asurias Rdhr and

Ax21 Wuorinen.
This meeting cecided tc send a menbership rejuest to the
Imatra League, whnich haa been establishea a little earlier in

the United States., When the parait was receivea September o4,

1903\the actual first meeting was in the TImrola resiaance, in

which 2% mewbers participatea. The guestion aiscusseu at this

mecting was the constructinn of the grour's own hall, ana 1t was

ceciced to do so. The hall was completed in October of the

same yawr. 1t was sitnated on pufferin Streot and 1ts size
yas o4t x 66'. The Branch organized a banda, an athletics club

ana an 1llness ana funeral agsistance funu. This soci-list

activity btegen with brisk forwara steps in fort Arthur,
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Tn Fort William the number of rinns hac also Iincreasea ana
trese new principles gained sway trere., A Finnish bsocialist mranch
was also established there, which founuea it~ own hall, whnich
was completea in<E§§E, There was also a theatrical society and
other sub-oryanizations in full swing. In(igag, ke 8.5. Branch

anue the temperance soclety Ponjankukka were united, tie lstter

SRS
terminating its activities. MNors about Port Lpthur's ana

o— _— —

ort William's activity later,

As early as 1891 an inuepenaant temperance society
", allotar", was founaced in North Wellington, B.C., aemonstrating
that the Fimms were in £. C. from a very early acte.

In "oronto in 1890 a ' taylor named Jeakwo Linuals hac arrived
from the United States. Shortlv Jussi Ranta ana Reinhola Fikkonen
also arrived. They are saia to have paved the way for Finns
settling in Toronto. finnish taylors began immigrating into
Canada during the so-callea persecution years of bobrikoff.

Linaala and Ranta foundea a tayler shop in Toronto, which
wzs later known bty the name "Iso Paja". This was in 1902, ana
it was operating until 1913. "Iso Paje" had seuats for 50 taylors.
Ian this workshop the first socialist doctrines anong Finnis!
Torontonians ware torn. Amcng them wers namnes likes
. Heikkinan, Y. Fursi, J. Grdauanl, J. ¥. Lahti, /. Stenaan,
sdinnai Oksanen, iino MYtténen, August PFakurinen anu 1an’ more:

4 Winnish ‘ssociation was establishea in Torento in 1902

The terhnarance ana

o
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and it wus founded on "free pri

workers organization, Tammi, was estatlishea in 190%. These
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two joined in 1905 on the conuition that after joining they
would enter the Scocialist Party of Cansca which was founaeu the
seme yesr. On behalf of this uniteu organization 15 persons
were chosen for the Canzdian Socialist parcy Lo meke the rules
clear, etc,

The actual union took place November 13, 1¢06, when other
organizations, incluaing thre Fort Arthur organization in 1907,
joined tne Canauian Socialist Party. The first provincial mesting
of representatives of th: Toccialist Party of Canaua was held in

d

{

Toronto in October, 1908, &t which Finaish branches represent

s : I _‘a_\_;_\_"‘"
were: Toronto, Cobalt, 5. Porcupine,(Pert HPtQU??‘

Within the following ye«r the following branches belongea
to the Canadian socialist party: The Heilevue, S.S. Branch,
Coleman, Cobalt, La aysmith, Wanaimo, Fort Arthur,cfééi:igiiigg;ﬁ
Sault S5te. iMarie, Toreonto, "olalu, Red Deer, Sointnls ana Vancouver
brancned anc perhaps others.

o Jo BSrrj8ly in his book "Historical Subtjects of the

fianish American Labor Movement%, says tne Ty¥kansa pger was

founaed in Port Arthur in(§§§ J It was part ot the activities
of the Port Arthur S. 3. Eranch. The paper wss tegun as a
weskly ana a yeer later it begun to appesr ‘twice weekly ana
later as a uaily paper. The first editor was Severi Alanne

nu Moses Hahl was business secretary. The parer was published

§

pn an “nglisn languzge press ana tie paper's tusiness and office

facilities were at 9 Cart Street. Not until the Labour Temple
R N
was conmpleted in{:arch, IQlojwere presses inst:Ileu for

Tyfkansa snd situated aownstairs in ths ILalor Te=wple as well as

tie ofrices, Later in(igzgﬂa building was erectec for Tydkansa
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beside the Labour Teuple. A4 cartoon paper, "Vik#leuka" appeared
with it. 7In the directorship of Ty#kensa were many persons other
than thonss named already, such as Vrjd M¥keld, J. f. lustonean, etc.
K. A. Suvanto eaited "Vakaleuka" for the longest Tine.

Caretakers of the business includeu among others ¥Yr. Sunaell,
K. E. Gronuanhl, Wilho A. Kyrd, Pazsikivi, Noses Hahl end J. V. Kannasto.

In 1007 trere was a dispute between F. J. Jyrjdldl, who then
lived in Toronto and toured Cfanada as a speater for the soclialist
party, and Severi Alanteen,3yrjdld cemplained that the Tydkansa
had been established in Port art ur without permission of the
Torontonizns. The matter was settlea, however, and Tydkansa.
was approved as the voice of socialist Finnisrt-Canacuians.

As mentioned previously the first Labor bullding in
Port Arthur was constructeu in 1903, The Finnish porulation,
however, continued to grow. In the minptes of tie 5. 5. Branch
for 1907 we read: "The year 1207 has been for our brancn,
dspecially rich in changs anu activity. Sacrifices, especially
of a material nzature have been maue, almost beyona our powsrs.
But hopefully tire will heal the wonnds as long as enthusiasm
in our activity coatinuaes.”

"is a milestone in this verrs activity especially worthy
of mention is, that we have joinsa the Canuadlan national
socialist party. Much aduitlonal t@#l was added to onur
operation by our receant scguisition o7 a wnawspaper. It has
cemanded ~uch nmaterial sacrifice ana still appsers e uaemngna it

if we ageternine to succesd. n the first of Julv we snowad

for the first time our exlstance to the public here by setting
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uo a demonstration parade. We marched through town, past the most
popular businesses.,"

"According to the 0ld rules membership rights were enjoyed by
310. FEconomic operations were watched by the board of directors.
Other regular activities were a drama club, women's sewing circle,
social committee, agitation committee and athletic society. Of
these, the dramatic society has been the most active, Meetings
held by the dramatic society numbered 48. Its membership at the
start of the year was 20, Plays presented during the year numbered
hiv,

"The economic condition of the branch is good. Its total
assets amount to about $6,000.,"

As already mentioned, the Labor Temple was completed in
March of 1910, As the 1907 annual report reveals, plays had been
presented in large numbers, The first, presented at the hall's
opening was "Tukki joella®". Until 1907 plays were mainly directed
by Viile Airola, who was well liked., There were also other
directors. Now Felix Hyrske was chosen as director of the Labor
Temple drama society and he was engaged in this activity nearly
four years. Under his directions "Pirun Xirkko" was presented as
the opening play. It gained its large audience’s undivided support.
The opening was March 17,

_ On behalf of the S. S. Branch a restaurant was established in

the front part of the basement of the Labor Temple where the Hoito

.

Co-op restaurant has operated since October 1, 1918. 'Also founded
was the Co-operative Trading Co.,. Ltd. whose own building was
completed i 1QIi It is the same building, which is now owned b

the People's Co-operative Port Arthur Ltd. The Osuussauna was also
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constructed. Finns bathed there as well as others.

The years 1914-15 were fateful ones for all these enterprises,
The restaurant was already discontinued and was now maintained
privately, but all others became bankrupt. The same persons who had
backed the Finnish Building Co. Ltd. had also backed the Co-operative
store, and many paid their backing. Canada Permanent Mortgage Co.
took control of the Labor Temple building, the Ty8kansa building,
and the Co-operative store building. Thus the constructive efforts
of years were in ruins.

C, P, Mortgage Company had given funds to the extent of $30,521.12
and had been paid $77,788.53, but now nothing remained. An
individual named McLean took control of the Co-operative building
from the mortgage company. When the 0.B.U., support ring was
founded in(z§£§ it took the Labor Temple building into its control
for the price of $29,000,00.

During this time directional struggle occurred between the old
socialists and the industrial unionists, resulting in the inde-
pendant functioning of both. The causes of this dispute are well
enough known that I do not find it necessary to begin sorting them
out here.

The Industrial Unionist Support League was established in
Sudbury in 1920, It replaced the 0.B.U. support ring and thus,
gained the Labor Temple building and its debts. It operated there
until 1961 when the Finlandia Club of Port Arthur was established,
The Finlandia £lub is now the largest shareholder in the Finnish
Building Co. Ltd., and thus has controlling interest in the Labour
Temple building. Presently it is undergoing $50,000.00 in repairs

and rennovations in the hall portion of the building.



Let us return to the activities of the Canadian Socialist Party,
to which at least the largest part of Finnish socialists belonged.
Between the years 1908-1910 there occurred an angry quarrel between
Finnish and Fnglish members, The Finns wanted certain improvements
in the program of the Socialist Party of Canada, such as the
shortening of the work day, improved wages and working conditions.
This was strongly opposed by the leadership of the party depending
solely on parliamentary-style activity. As a result, all foreign
language groups, the Finns included, were separated from the party.

At the initiative of the evicted branches a temporary central
committee was formed in Toronto., This committee urged branches to
send representatives to a common negotiating meeting in Toronta.

The meeting was held on the 15th and 16th of April,{i?i;? where a
new party, which was named “"Canadian Socialist Federafgén" was
founded. A committee of this new party engaged in negotiations
with discontent branches in the west, concerning their union into
this new party. A ﬁnited negotiation meeting was held in Winnipeg
at the end of December, where regulations of the party were shaped
end its name was approved as the "Social Democratic Party of
Canada". This was the beginning of the current Canadian Finnish
Organization which is held to have begun in<{§£§> This would be
another story. The Social TDemocratic Party of Canada was terminated
by_order of the government in 1918, and did not revive afterwards.

Places such as Sault Ste. Marie and Sudbury would require
individual accounts; The Labor College Support League was established
in Sudbury on December 25, 1916. By then many had been separated

from the old S.S. Branch due to excessive radicalism. The group
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rented Hussey Hall, where it successfully operated through many
years. Among the groups activities, the Workers College and
strike actions were strongly supported. As early as 1910 a branch
of the Industrial workers of the World were established in
Sault Ste. Marie. November 11, 1917 the Rekryyti (Sleigh Drivers)
Union branch was established, The Algoma line, where there were
numerous camps, was then 100 per cent I.W.W. organized.

Copper Cliff, which is on the outskirts of Sudbury, established
a youth club as early as 1903. Among the best known members then
were John Virta, Arthur Smikken and Herman Lahti and others. At
first there appears, at least from the minutes, to be nothing to
suggest a confrontation by the classes -- thus wrote E. M. Jouppi
in his day. It appears, however, that from this Youth Club finally
developed a united front in the Sudbury area. I would hope that
E. M. Jouppi would give further explanation here,

At the end of the wodd war the Canadian ruling class was in a
hysterical condition, as was the capitalist class of other countries.
Before the end of the war the Canadian government decreed -- Dy an

Order in Council decision September 25, 1918, a total of 15 foreign

organizations and groups -- under ban., Among these were our I.W.¥.
organization and also the Canadian Finnish Organization. Also
forbidden were all foreign language newspapers. In 1917 a paper
na;ed Vapaus had been established in Sudbury to replace the
Ty8kansa which had fallen into bankruptey. It also was forbidden
to publish., If the decrees were not obeyed a fine of $5,000.00 and

five years imprisonment was possible. The implications of the ban

were far reaching, so that whoever was found with foreign papers
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in his pants pocket or non-fictional literature was susceptible
to the same penalties., [loreigners were to suffer considerably
from this. Scores of Finns were imprisoned and fined, with fines
varying from $50. to $2,000. Many were also deported.

The Canadian Finnish Organization was represented in Ottawa by
canteri Nuorteva and J. W. Ahlquist., The censured C. S. J.'s former
secretary J. W. Ahlquist signed the requests of these representatives
to the "Director of Public Safety" for permission to publish Vapaus,
and for the Canadian Finnish Organization to re-commence activities.

This request included the following: “"Canadian Finnish
socialists are accused of being in league with the enemy, the I.W.W.
and others. We have not denied our association with the parliament-
ary movement advocated by socialist parties and admit, that as
workers we have firm participation with the unionist movement.
we wish, however, to affirm that from the beginning of the Finnish
Organization, we have been compelled in practical terms, to oppose
the I.W.W. league. A large part of our organization's activity has
been a continuous battle against syndicalist and anarchic»syndicafédf
precepts.”

Let the reader make his own assessment of this.

December 18, 1918, the Finnish Organization received permission
to operate as an independent organization, on condition that it
could not participate in any workers® party in the country. Vapaus
re;eived permission to re-commence publishing somewhat later.

In 1919 the Finnish Organization declared itself the 0.B.U.'s
propoganda organization. However, in 1920 it separated from this,

as the winds began blowing from the direction of Russian, In 1921
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the Canadian Communist Party was formed and the Finnish Organization
became a member as well as the Vapaus newspaper.

I.w.w., activity, following the governmental ban, began again
in Canada in:ZEEQ; Due to work by forest laborers two branches were
formed in British Columbia, There was also a tough bush workers®
strike battle,

By’GEEEDthe Ontario bush workers by general vote decided to
leave the L.W.I.U. of the G.B.U. and join the I.W.W. bushworkers
organization 120. There were several thousand members and the
ma jority were Finnish. The bushworkers headquarters was then in
cudbury, from where they were later moved to Port Arthur. Connected
with the Sudbury headquarters was also the Industrialistli news beaureau
supervised by ®. M. Jouppi and later John Luoma. A% this time this
writer became the general secretary of the bushworkers organization.
The news beaureau was moved at the same time to Port Arthur with the
organizational headquarters. That was, to the best of my memory, in
@5%;; and has operated continually since. I.W.W. activity in
Port Arthur and the whole of Canada was very brisk at that time --
not only among Finns -- but among other language groups as well,
Several strikes were held with good results. From their results at
least the bushworkers benefit to this day.

Much more could go into this article, Here, however, is an
attémpt to bring out those initiators, who brought forward Finnish
activity in Canada. *irst churches were founded, then temperance
groups and later political parties and social groups. Undoubtedly
with the united work of labor much has been achieve, but with
solidarity and more mutual tolerance, results would have been

ten times better,
m—— Nv V-



