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PUBLIC FORUM ON AIDS

The public education forum hosted by the
AIDS Committee of Thunder Bay provoked a
great deal ui dialopue on the subject at
a forum at the Waverly Resource Library on
November 13.

The keynote speaker, Joan Anderson of th
the AIDS Committee of Toronto addressed the
audience of nearly a hundred people during
twn sessions and described the work of ATC
in helping persons with AIDS, educating the
commnity and dealing with the myths surrou-
nding the issue.

Lorna Holbrook of McKellar Hospital
described the anguish she and fellow nurses
experienced when dealing with an AIDS
patient who died in 1985. They were scared
she admitted and that tLhe fear "of the un-
known showed a real lack of knowledge about
the diseasc”. As a result, the discussions
by Holbrook's stalf indicated that persons
with AITS who are hospitalized in the future
would be better treated.

Dr. Fred Ball, director of the local Ont-
ario public health laboratory ensured health
workers that it isn't as dangerous to handle
the blood sample of someohe infected with
the AIDS virus ns it is the sanple of some—
one with hepatitus.

Michael Sobota and David Belrose cutlined
the efforts of ACI-B in Thunder Bay while
Marg McGeever of the Henlth Unit spoke asbout
the efforts of the unit in dealing with
sexually transnitted diseases.

As a result of the support for the forum
which was co-sponsored by Thunder Bay &
District Health Co-Alition and the Thunder
Bay Public Library through a grant from
Health & Welfare Canada, the urgency for
further public education was brought up.

The AIDS Committee of Thunder Bay (ACT-I)
is considering the hosting of a forum for
teenagers and parents as well as a possible
workshop on sale sex practices for gny men.

BILL'7
ENSHRINES
- RIGHTS
FOR

GAYS

On Tuesday, December 16 Bill 7, protect-
ing gays from discrimination, was passed by
a voice vote in the Ontario Legislature in
Toronto. The vote followed weeks of noisey,
passionate and oftentimes bigotted debate
on the foor of the house but had been endor-
sed two weeks before in a 64-45 vote.Specta-
tors in the gallerywho had been remarkably
cool during the debate stood up and cheered
following the vote.

The purpose of Bill 7 is to conform with
the federal Charter of Rights and includes
amendments to 70 Ontario laws. Originally
left out in the original bill, NIIP MPP Ev-
elyn Gigantes proposed the amendment to in-
clude protections for homosexuals.

In his introduction of the bill, Attorney
General Ian Scott emphasized that the bill
would extend protection to gays:"simply...

a matter of humn rights.”

NDP? leader Bob Rae told the legislature
near the end of the debate that sexuality
is "'really nobody's business.'" "Homosexuals
have families too,” he said countering
charges that the bill would erode family
values. He paid tribute to tls. Gigantes for
her "eourage and directness' in introducing
the amendment.

Of forty-five Tories only four voted in
favour. Larry Grossman who backed the bill
but showed a lack of leadership by allowing
his party membors a free vote said that the
bill was "ill-timed, ill-explained, 111-man-
aged'. However he did emphasize that he had
heard much "fear-mongering, fierce beyond
the point of beliefl,” during the debate and
that (U.S. - style) Fallwelliam 'is rot

wirlcome here™,

In closing the debate Liberal Premier
David Peterson asked, '"would you give your
child one of the speeches you heard in this
house this past while" if discovering your
child were gay? He was speaking to some of
the MPP's who had claimed that passage of
the bill would legalize pedophilia, or that
it would decrease the birth rate as has hap-
pened in Queber since the passape of similar
legislation nine years before. '"Part of
the misinformation (regarding homosexuality)
came out of this house," Peterson said.

Four of 45 Conservatives present voted in
favour. Four Liberals of the 43 present
voted against the amendment. Three of the
24 New Democratic Party MPP's did not show
up for the vote; the 21 others voted in fa-
vour. Of the 125 members, 109 voted while
16 abstained.

Local MPP Jim Foulds who had told gay
rorsons in 1981 that he could not support a
gay lifestyle did vote in favour while Tory
MPP 'Ycliev Hennesey voted against the amend-
ment. According to staff persons at the

NDP constituency office there were many
calls condemning the NIP for being the
party to support gay rights as wholehearted- .
ly as they did.

Gay activists in Thunder Bay have been
urging passage of such an amendment to the
Human Rights Code for several years.
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Commentary: local medin editorials against
Bill 7 were appalling!

Iakehead Living, with characteristic
understanding ol the complex issues involved,
titled their editorial "Bill is bad". It's
content repeated the falsehoods and misinfor-
mation contained in an earlier article by
Mickey Hennessy. (lakehead Living provides
Hennessy as well as other local Federal,
Provincial and municipal politicians free
platforms to promte themselves and their
ideas). MNennessy, denying gays are dis-
criminated against, said "Homosexuals may
work where they wish and cannot be [ired
for their sexunl preference'. This was
simply z lie. Gay men and women have been
fired from their jobs for decades in Ontario.
We have factual cases of this happening in
Thunder Bay. The Lakehead Living editorial
seized llennesy's distortion that Bill 7 would
give homsexuals "special rights and enshrine
their lifestyle and behaviour.” It does
nothing of the kind. It grants the same
rights against discrimination in areas of
amployment, housing and services that were
already shared by other Ontarians. These
are not special rights. The editorial didn't
explain what ''special rights'" they were
talking about. It is merely a useful phrase
allowing them to adopt a mantel of righteous
indignation against gays. As to the issue
of enshrining a gay lifestyle, the Ontario
Human Rights Code did not - and does not now
after the passage of Bill 7 - enshrine any-
one's lifestyle or behaviour. Behaviour that
breaks the law is subject to the conditions
and punishments of the criminal code of
Canada. Bill 7 does not alter that fact.

Lakehead Living went on to invoke the
Ontario Conference of Catholic Bishops ,
restating their position that "homosexual
behaviour is against Christian morality."
This had nothing whatever to do with Bill
7. Ontarians live in and share a pluralis-
tic society. Hindus, Moglems, Jews, Bud-
dhists, Sihks and atheists cannot be dis-
criminated against because their lifestyle
miy be (and more than likely is) in conflict

E C OR

Ontario Attorney General
Ian Scott says proposed
changes to the province's
human rights code that pro-
tect homosexuals from dis-
crimination will not disrupt
the values of Ountario so-
ciety. He's right, But society
itself is in for a big shock.

Public opinion polls con-
sistentlr show the values of
& sizable majority of people
include dlsaﬁaroval of the
homosexual lifestyle. While
discrimination in any form
is to be discouraged,
strongly-held majority opin-
ion cannot be discounted,

Scott says extending pro-
tection to homosexuals is
simply a matter of human
rights. But while minorities
must be respected and ac.
commodated in a civilized
society, majorities have
rights, ll:mj i .

majority of people in
Ontario find the gay lifestyle
unnatural, even repugnant,
Bill 7 ignores the majority
view insofar as public hiring
is concerned, prohibiting
discrimination in hiring on
the basis of sexual prefer-
ence by all but volunteer or-
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(vav.rights

gantzations.

*This law will not permit
or require pedaphiles to be
hired by day-care centreg *'
Scott said. "It will not per-
mit or require child moles-
ters to be hired in schools.”

Added Port Arthur MPP
Jim Foulds, whose New
Democratic Party had the
sexual orientation amend-
ment added to Bill 7, v, . .
Big Brothers (or) Boy
Scouls will still be able (o
discriminate in any wa
they like against any volun.
teer.”

Those exceptions aione
are an indication of the need
for protection of public mor-
als and sensibilities. That
there are exceptions at all
shows proponents of the

amendment are not entirely .

convinced of its worth. They
admit a gay lifestyle is
worthy of public oppesition.
1f so, then why inflict it on
heterosexual Cntarians
other than children?
Certainly in many cases,
forcing private companies
and agencies of government
to exclude homosexuality
from hiring practices, and

landlords from denying ac-
commodztion to homosex-
uals, will not creale prob-
lems. Many gay men and
women prefer (o keep their
sexunl preferences entirely
to themselves. But others
flaunt it causing annoyance
and even disgust among the
heterosexual community —
the majority.

This legislation will force
the majority to put up with
the presence of homosexual
workmates and neighbors
with the altendant possibil-
“K of unwanted advances. If
children be grotected
against this, why not men
and women who disapprove
of, or even abhor, the more
liberal elements of the gay
community?

On the street, men and
women with traditional va-
lues can simply walk away
from unwelcome association
with homsexuzals. But in the
workplace, and in the hall-
ways, laundry rooms, park-
ing garages and saunas and
swimming pools of apart-
ment buildings and condo-
miniums, they will be forced

t”ut up with it. Friction
a robably violence, witl
surely follow.

By 'coming out of the
closet,” the gay community
has forced the rest of society
to recognize its scope, And
Onlarians have not unduly
objected to that presence,
whether it be gay righls or-

anizations, telephone hot
ines, film festivals or public
demonstrations. But Bill 7
forces most Ontarians to
work and live alengside
homsexuals, no matter the
extent to which they wish to
disrlay or promote their life-
style.

It might well go some way
to forcing recognition of ho-
mosexuals and their right to
live in this society. But 1t will
never force public accep-
tance of what most see as de-
viant behavior, legitimate
though it may be in a medi-
cal sense,

Bill 7 ignores the unwrit-
ten rule of a free society
which now almost univer-
sally allows anyone to do
what they want, within rea-
son and the law, as long as
i;s doesn't intrude on others’
LVES.
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Bill is bad

Congratulations and thanks to Fort William MPP MiCk‘?{»
Hennassy for taking a controversial stand on a very co
troversial issue -- the provincial government's proposed
Bill 7.

Hennessy, who has said he will vote against the bill,
has afso said the Ontaric Human Rights Code amend-
ment would give special rights to homosexuals, over and
above the rights of everybody else in the province.

The government had the right idea -- discrimination
against homosexuals certainly exists in Ontario and

elsewhere -- but Premier David Peterson and his friends
in the NDP who are supporting the bill are going about
it all wrong.

The Ontario Conference of Catholic Bishops, as the
MPP said, is also opposed to the amendment because
it believes homosexual behaviour is against Christian
morality. That may be true, but the real point here is the
matter of minority special rights.

To grant special rights to any group, including ,

homosexuals, is a bad idea. The government should ad-
mit it made a mistake and go back 1o the drawing board.

with Christian morality. ‘To suggest gays
can be discriminated against because we
threaten Christian morality may be grounds
for religious discrimination in reverse.
The Chronicle-Journal, in a lengthy two
colum editorial, attempted a loftier tone
but repeated much of the same misinformation
and distortions. Emboldened with their own
righteousness, they came to the crux of the
issue by saying Bill 7 would force workers
and neighbors "to put up with ...unwelcome
association with homosexunls™. This is
absolutely correct. In areas of enployment ,
housing and public services, discrimination
would not be allowed. And then the Chronicle
Journal added: "Friction, and probably
violence, will surely follow." Gee, folks,
you better not pass this bill or violence
will surely follew. {emphasis added). What
an inflammatory remark! And no justifica-
tion either in fact or logic was offered
in support of that statement. The truth is
something altogether different: Quebec has
had in place similar legislation for almost
a decade. Friction and violence have not
"surcly followed". As well, many municipal
governments in Ontaric have had similar
bans against discrimination passed by their
19ca1 by~laws for areas under their Juris-
diction. The result has been largely that
people get along with each other, It is
shameful and a disgrace that responsible
Journalists repeat this lie.

In the end, what was being attacked
and condemed by the local editorials was
homosexuality itself. Intolerance, bigotry
and hatred were openly being utilized to
encourage fear and loathing of homosexuals
on an unprecedented public scale,

This editorializing demanded a response
and resulted in GIB's Education Conmittee
holding the first public press conference,
held in GIB's office, in history. All of
the media sent representatives, and to
their credit. cur statements were reported

fairly and accurately in the days following
the event,

t




Video Fest? P

| There have been many 1ilms released with
l B 0 uny theme” and one of 1086' best has to
[ ¢ "c "y Beautiful laundrette” by British r{lm- Michael Sobota
[ § muker Stephen Frears. The film is an incisive| T . o]
i louvk at what it's like to be poor and D KINDSS CF STRANGERS - Part T
unemployed in Margaret Thatcher's london. This is the story of a kind and days the courtroom was nearly empty.

@1 The Lwo central characters are gay and 13 generous man who lived and worked in Present daily, though not always on time
this is treated with a casual, almost Thunder Bay as an openly gay person. and not always for the full sessions,
indifferent approach, while at the same 1 first met Wayne Maxwell at a was a4 journalist egvering the story for
time candor and passion. It's not without house party about four years ago in the Chronicle-Journal. He erred in what

k| its bumps and bigotry, but is nonetheless the Fast End. It was one of those he reported in the paper and he consist-

= well worth seeing. "My Beautiful Laundrette” hot summer gz.ltherings that was slow antly chose to report evidence in a
v as well as many other commercial [ilms to get started but guickens it's pace provocative and cheap manner.
[ | with gay themes and/or content are available by midnight and is throbbing with As presented during the trial, the
’ o ! on video tape in ‘Thunder Bay. Check your nearly wall to wall bodies by 1:00. crown did not have a solid case against
/ [ local video outlet. There is talk of This particular evening the house in ‘ony Duncan. There were wide gaps in
{ selecting same of the best of these and question was so full, the gathering the evidence, conclusions inferred rathar
organizing a "gay themed video festival™ spilled out onto a l-:u-ge front porch than grounded in fact, opportunities for
: locally. Anvone interested? the steps and even the lawn around clarification passed over either by
e the sides of the building. On this ,Sloppiqfl'lessv carelessness or design. :
porch I met someone who shared some e case for the defense stretched
I e ——— E—— - 5 smoke, a glass, a hug and wonderful common sense and rational belief. It
Pal’tn ers sou ht conversation. lle was introduced to didn’t matter, in the end, 'The crown
EDUC ATION g me by a mutual woman friend, and knd bungled the prosecution.
. from that rmeeting I have always =5 At tlile hgm‘t of this murder, I
its inception in 1980 the Education liked and respected Wayne Maxwell, )elleve, is the fact that Wayne was gay.
S}.:ggﬂ of Gayspo[' Thunder Bay has been GIB's Ad Hoc Committee looking into the On the Hight of December 21 or And that he was a gentle, kind and gen~
a&: t“i“vely promoting the need for tolerance permanent establishment of a Club/Lounge for the early morning of December 22, 1985, erous man. Tony Duncan, and some of his
and for protections from discrimination in members of the gay community has begun de- ¥ayne Maxwell was murdered in his aquaintences in Thunder Bay, didn't have
the Human Rights Code. During the debate tailing its proposals. Looking for invest- apartment. At the time, he was living any trouble referring to Wayne as a faggot,
on Bill 7 Michael Sobota and David Belrose ors to contribute an amount of $300 or more alone. lle was 35,
held a press conference to support the bill's the comittee hopes to establish a limited On the early morning of December I believe calling us faggots is
pussage. Mickey Hennessy, Fort William MPP, partnership with the partners coming under 22, Tony Duncan vas charged with Wayne's like calling black people niggers. It
hud written in a November issue of Lakehesd the control of the Limited Partnership Act murder and taken into custody., He is a word of incredible resonance:
Living that gays are already protected. At of Ontario. remiined in jail for over a year until hatred, bigotry, fear, insecurity. It's
the press conference which wus attended by The conmittee points out that many gay his trial for murder which occurred use was not questioned or the psychology
all medin in Thunder Bay it was pointed out men and lesbians leave the area because of last Jenuary, 1987. behind it explored during the trial,
that Hennessy had lied on the floor of the a lack of gay options. The campaign they I attended the trial daily for
house by claiming he had received no letters say 1s an effort to promote an “enviroment more than a week. Duncan was tried . L
or calls of support for the amendment. In conducive to being gay in Thunder Bay". " | by a jury of seven women and five men. In gueceeding parts to this story
fact, David Belrose held up a copy of a let- Gays of Thunder Bay would be a general After the conclusion of the trinl the I will discuss Specific aspects of the
ter thanking him for his own letter of sup- partner and individuals would be legally Jury deliberated for 12 hours over brial, contradictions in suorn teatomony
rt for the bill. Hennesey did say that he liable only to the amount of their cone i twoldngs i)efore Finding \Duncan not a”td aspecie of the evidence presented.
hpoad roomivalors anonymot]s 1 e Y ] tribution, o ?y “hoever killed Wayne Maxwell I'1L look at Croun prosecutor Alexandre
been nvem‘ﬁelmed by the response against the Comnit.tee members leel confident that izt;t "'15,' *ith it #Fornow: Hardiejowski anc_l Dej'er.;ae councel Alfred
bill's passage. the venture would turn a profit and that This was the first murder trial I Potrone and Celina Reitburger. I'11
Roman Catholie Bishop O'Mara told a investors would in turn see a return on ever attended. 1 was surprised how aleo analyze the role of the media in
ax interviewer alter the bill's passage thelr monies. sparsley it was attended. Mambers of Sovertng the casc, I am aleo looking
that there were no examles of discrimina- Purther intormtion should be directed Wayne's family were there e\lrery day for more information, particualrly the
tioai e #TE in Ontariol  SROrL1y aftor, to Gays of Thunder Bay Ad Hoc Comnittee. on days there were clustors of opportunity to talk with other peopla
B0 interviewed Doug Broman who had Tost a The committec has placed an advertisement YOUPE PeUple i httenance Tl oo Who knew Wayne and ave concerncd about
job in 1979 becausc he was a hamosesual and !n the January issue of the Body Politic witnesses who had campleted thei test what has happencd. Please contact .
. rinting Thunder Gay at the time. soliciting investments. , . lviiter Leste fou are promised my complete confidentiality.
had been printing Thunder Gay ) imony sat quietly listening. On most
6 7
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Spreading the word in local classrooms

As we wialked toward the entrancoe three
boys leaning ageinst a battered Datsun
shouted, "lagpgots!” FEvervone in the school
had heard we were coming. That's not unus-
uil we supposed:  three taggots [llaunting
their homosexuality in front of o grade
eleven class at Westgate High School most
probably would be considered news.

This was our third visit to a clossroom
this school year - are we the chi-chi group
of the season? Perhaps due to the publicity
surrounding AIDS or maybe because of the
noise generated by the Bill 7 debate, guys
nnd lesbians are being invited to more
schools than ever before. They are usually
Man In Society type classes with students
picking a “controversial” topic such as ab-
ortion, or hot ones 1ike drug abuse and
every now and then a student or group of
students pick “homosexuality”. Fnllowing
researching and the preparation ol a pre-
sentation, our real live gays get up and
respond or just answer questions.

Michael Sobota and Doug Broman. two mom-
bers of the Education Committee have attend-
ed all three and were accompanied by a
leshian, Shelli., to the latest clnss.  Like
the others, she was "higher than a kKite” when
the class was done.

"When did you know yvou were gay?' o young
woman asks. We tell then that some of us
always know or didn't really come to temms
with it until later in life,

“Don't you likeewomen?' O course we
like wamen - we just preler to become rom-
antically involved with other men = or in
Shelli's case, o woman.

Michacl alwavs starts our part of the
presemtation by saying that questions should
he “in pgood Laste”, A Tew ancomloriable
snickers and =ome shuflling From obviously

uncomitatoble boys in the back takes pluce
as they struggle with the sight of the open-
ly pay people smiling down on them.

There are a lot ol questions nbout AILS
and we try to put it into perspective: it's
not a gay issue but rather a public health
issue.

"What about your parents? Do they know?
How did they reazct?' We tell them how ench
ol our lamilies have either reacted to the
news or might still be ignorant of our
corientations. "But don't you want kids?"
Sure. Some of us do have kids und still
others have resigned themselves to never
having them and that there are those who are
damn glad they'1l not be forced to rear chil-
dren. "Will children of gay parents hecome
gay?' Not likely - statistics show that
kids raised by gays are just as likely to
become heterosexual as ''normal’ parents’
children.

‘Would you want your own children to bhe
gay?"' A pause. Well, no. Honestly
speaking, who would want their children to’
o through the angst, the pressures and the
bullhooey that gays and lesbians epndure?

The teuachers are grateful; the students
who did the project are very thankful; some
of Lhe restless boys in the back have relaxed
enotgh so that as we describe the coming out
process, or the agony ol dealing with reli-
gion or the hard times we had in school and
olther tupics they have learned a valuable
lesson,  The lesson of tolerance; that we
are just us normal as they.

Best ol all, there might have been some
young men or womun sitting there talking
about the leelings thoy have. And as we
close he or she senses they are not alone
and that being pay is quite all right. We
have planted @ seed.




