
In June 2011, the Province of 
Ontario committed to fully 
fund and support the Faculty 
of Law, the first new law school 
in Ontario in 42 years. This 
significant investment will 
enable Lakehead to contribute 
to the growth and economic 
development of Northwestern 
Ontario. 

Objectives 
• A unique educational focus 

on Aboriginal peoples and 
the legal needs of Aboriginal 
communities. 

• Address declining 
participation in sole and 
small law firm practice. 

• Address the legal issues 
related to the resource­
based Northern Ontario 
economy. 
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Resource Needs and Opportunities 

Lakehead's new Faculty of Law has a unique mission to improve access 
to justice in Aboriginal, northern, and rural communities, and to create a 
new legal education culture to foster improved and informed relationships 
in northern law practice. 

The Faculty of Law will admit 55 students to the three-year program each 
year beginning in 201 3. It will be housed in a Thunder Bay heritage build­
ing, the former Port Arthur Collegiate Institute, which was purchased by 
Lakehead in 2008. 

Basic renovations including heating, ventilation, and electrical upgrades 
have been completed; however, additional renovations are required for 
classrooms and other learning spaces. A request has been submitted by 
Lakehead University to the federal government to fund these capital costs 
as well as to purchase resources for the Faculty of Law Library. 

Lakehead University has received significant community support for the 
Faculty of Law and is working closely with community stakeholders to 
raise funds for student scholarships. 
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